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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. (currently amended) A structural element system for flpatinq ly 

g . .gp ^Hinn framM flat elements in the construction industry, trWnirtural element system 
comprising: 

post sections; 
framed flat elements: 
holding sections; 
seals; 

wherein, for t fag rmallv insulating II i wmal insulat i on of the post sections froju 
and the framed flat elements, the holding sections are attached on the post sections[;] t 

whefetn the framed flat elements are attached to the holding sections!;!, 

wherein the seals »r*» arianted to form together with the post sections form 
chambers for enclosin g the holding sections, and. [;] 

W | iere in, in the mounted state of the structural element system, the the 
holding sections are enclosed in the chambers so that the holding elements have no direct 

contact with the framed flat e lements. 

2. (original) The structural element system according to claim 1, wherein the 

post section is a box section having at least one rectangular box for securing the holding 
sections, respectively, wherein the rectangular box has on two parallel outer sides at least 
two holding lips configured to secure the holding sections and/or a connecting member. 

3. (original) A post section for a structural element system according to 
claim 1, wherein the post section is a box section having at least one rectangular box, 
wherein the rectangular box has on two parallel outer sides at least two holding lips 
configured to secure holding sections, connecting members, wall fastening elements, and 
cover strips. 

4. (original) The post section according to claim 3, wherein on at least one 
of the outer sides on which holding lips are formed two parallel pairs of the holding lips are 
provided. 

5. (original) The post section according to claim 3, wherein on one of the 
outer side provided with the holding lips two parallel legs are provided for at least partially 
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enclosing a holding section. 

6. (original) The post section according to claim 5, wherein the parallel legs 
have an inner side facing in the mounted state the holding section is coated with a thermal 
insulation, in particular with strips of sponge rubber, chloroprene, or cork. 

7. (original) The post section according to claim 3. having a recess 
configured to suspend a connecting element. 

8. (original) The post section according to claim 7, wherein the recess is 
substantially T-shaped. 

9. (currently amended) A holding section for the structural element system 
according to claim 1, wherein the holding section is of a multi-part configuration and in 
cross-section has a substantially U-shaped receptacle for receiving a frame section of the 
framed flat elements and a fastening part for attaching the holding section on the post 
section, wherein the receptacle and the fastening part are connected to one another by at 
least one stay of a material having minimal thermal conductivity. 

10. (original) The holding section according to claim 9, wherein the 
receptacle and the fastening part are connected to one another by two of the stays that are 
parallel to one another and made of plastic material. 

11. (original) The holding section according to claim 9, wherein the fastening 
part is configured such that the holding section is inserted laterally into an opening of the 
post section formed between a pair of holding lips formed on the post section and forms 
with the post section a partially positive-locking connection. 

12. (original) The holding section according to claim 1 1 f wherein the 
fastening part has a substantially U-shaped section for partially engaging a holding lip of 
a pair of holding lips formed on the post section and further has a projection for supporting 
the holding section on the other holding lip of the pair of holding lips. 

1 3. (original) The holding section according to claim 9, wherein, along the 
receptacle transversely to its longitudinal extension, at certain distances holding bolts are 
inserted or receptacles for the holding bolts are provided where matchingly shaped framed 
flat elements are suspended. 

14. (original) The holding section according to claim 9, wherein the 

■ 
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receptacle has two preferably undercut receiving channels for receiving --ring Portions 
of a seal insertab.e into the receptac.e, wherein the securing portions are at ieast partly 
complementary to the receiving channels. 

15 (original) A fastening element for the structural element system 
according to claim 1, wherein the fastening element has a contact leg for attach.ng the 
fastening element to a wall, a base member, or a carrier and a support leg projecting at a 
right angle from the contact leg for supporting a connecting member. 

16 (original) The fastening element according to claim 15, where.n the 
contact leg (112) has slotted holes (116,118) for receiving fastening screws. 

1 7 (currently amended) A connecting member for a structural element 
system according to claim 1, for attaching post sections having holding lips to [the] a 
fastening element, wherein the connecting member has a saddle section placed onto [the] 
a support leg of the fastening element and a locking section with at least two w,ngs for 
engaging from behind the holding lips of a post section. 

1 8. (original) The connecting member according to claim 1 7, comprising a 
support leg to be inserted into the receiving section of the fastening element. 

1 g (original) The connecting member according to claim 1 7, wherein the 
locking section has four wings for engaging behind the holding lips of a post section to be 
fastened having two pairs of parallel holding lips. 

20. (original) The connecting member according to claim 17, wherein the 
locking section is formed such that the wings are moved through a gap formed between 
a pair of holding lips of the post section to be fastened and moved by relative rotation of 
the connecting member and the post section into a position behind the holding Hps. 

21 (original) The connecting member according to claim 20, wherein at least 
one of the wings has a stop surface provided for limiting the relative rotation of the 

connecting member and the post section. 

22 (currently amended) Aconnectingmemberforthea structural element 
system a cou.di.. yto cla i m 1 for the construction industry the statural element system 
^ pricing post section *; framed flat cements: hol d in g secti ons; ^als- wherein, for 
th.rm^l insult ™ „f th» nost s^tinn* »nri the framed flat elements the holding sections 



-8- 



5/30/05: Amd 



for Ser. No. 10/604,411 - Inventors): Ribic et al. - Filing Date: 7/18/2003 



PAGE 8/18 * RCVD AT 513012005 2:21:02 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+492022570372 ' DURATION (mm-ss):Q5-08 



30/05/2005 20:11 +492022570372 DRAUDT US PAT AGENT S. 09/18 



|)nrhrf1 rn ^ ^ sections ihn fr a m ed flat elemen t, are j jtafihed to the ho.d.ng 
i^hZSni^ 

^^^^ two post sections ha™ , a 

nlhTc^c^mber has a first inserts section, -nsertab e 
into the chamber of the first post section and having a cross-section matching a cross 
section of the hoiiow chamber, and a second insertion section, connectable in any des.red 
way to the second post section, wherein the first and second insertion sections are 
connected by a j ^- ^-r*n the firs t i n se r t i on s ection hn - it one receivin g bore for 
~ ^ontn. fastens H-™m« and ggcurinj the first post section . 

23 (original) The connecting element according to claim 22, wherein the 
second insertion section is configured to be inserted into a T-shaped receiving opening of 

the second post section. 
24. (canceled) 

25 (original) An eccentric fastener having a guide section insertable into 
receiving bore of a connecting element according to claim 24. and having a preferably 
conical eccentric section for providing a clamping force between the first insertion section 

and the first post section. 

26. (original) A two-part profiled frame for a framed flat element for the 

structural element system according to claim 1 , comprising: 

outer frame sections for engaging an outwardly facing side of a flat element 

in a mounted state; 

an inner frame section for engaging an inwardly facing side of the flat element 

in a mounted state; 

wherein the outer and inner frame sections are locked with one another; 
wherein a flat element to be framed is clamped between the outer and the 

inner frame sections; 

wherein at least on one of the outer frame sections means are provided for 

attaching the frame sections on a post section or a holding section. 

27. (original) The two-part profiled frame according to claim 26, wherein the 
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m eans for attaching the outer frame sections comprise hooks formed on a leg of the outer 
frame section or receiving opening on a leg of the outer frame sections, in particular, for 
suspending the framed flat elements on a holding bolt in a receptacle of a holding section. 

28 (original) A seal for a holding section according to claim 9, wherein the 
seal has a channel with two sidewalls insertable into a U-shaped receptacle of the holding 
section and wherein an open end of the channel is provided on each side wa.l with a 
sealing lip, respectively, angled toward the outer side of the channel. 

29 (original) The seal according to claim 38, wherein the sealing hps are 
provided on a side facing in the mounted state the post section with support beams for 
supporting the holding section on the post section. 

30 (original) The seal according to claim 28, wherein the sealing lips on the 
side facing the holding section have a securing portion having a shape that Is at least 
partially complementary to a receiving channel of the holding section. 

31 . (currently amended) A wall fastening element for the a. structural 
element system a i ding to claim 1 for the construction industry, the structural element 
gy ^m mmorisinn r^f ^tions: f ra m ed flat elem ents- holding sections- seals; wherein, 
w thermal insu'^™ nf the post sect i o n s and t he framed flat elements, the holdmq 
^mn S are att^ H ™ the pos t ~^n R - the framed flat elements are attached to the 
hg ldina sectinns: the sea'* tether w ith the post sections form chambers; and, in the 
™,.nted state ^>h c .tmrturel ei*™nt ^tem. the the holding sections are enclosed in 
t ho rh amhfirs: tho wall fining eiement adapted for attaching post sections having 
holding lips, the wall fastening element comprising a contact leg for attaching the wall 
fastening elements on a support surface and a locking section projecting at a right angle 
from the contact leg and having at least two wings for engaging from behind the holding 

lips of the post section. 

32. (currently amended) A two-part base member for post sections of the 
a structural element system ■a iou. d ing to claim t fortheronstn iction industry, the structu j al 
ol .mpnt system ^mnrisino pos t sect i o n s; frame d flat elements; holding sections; seals; 
wherein for th~m fl . insulation of t h e nost sec tions and the framed flat elements, the 
h »iHin n Q ^inn R are attached on the post sertions: the framed flat elements are attached 
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tgjha*oMr^^ 

T^^^^er co.p« plate for a— £ 
^^ ro und and^a securing part for securing a post secfion, where.n the base 
piate and the securing plate are configured such that aUgnment of a post sect.on secu ed 
therein in at least two independent directions is enabled, wherein the base plate has a 
least two slotted holes and an undercut groove, wherein in the undercut groove at least 
one of a securing screw and the securing part are moveable slid.ngly. 

33 (original) The structural element system according to claim 1 , further 
comprising bottom rails for a ground attachment of the post sections and the holding parts 
for securing the post sections on the bottom rail. 

34 (original) The structural element system according to claim 33, further 
comprising sealing lips and spacer elements attachable to the bottom rail for compensating 
different spacings between the ground and the bottom rail. 

35. (original) The structural element system according to cla.m 1, further 



comprising: 



wall fastening elements for attaching the structural element system to a wall; 
connecting members for connecting the post sections to the wall fastening 



elements; 



and fixation elements for securing a height of the post sections relative to the 
connecting member. 

36. (original) The structural element system according to claim 1 . further 
comprising: 

connecting elements for connecting two of the post sections preferably at a 

right angle to one another, 

wherein the connecting elements engage a T-shaped recess in a first post 

section and, by means of a spring element can be forced out of the second post section 

in the direction toward the first post section. 

37. (currently amended) Aframe section for the structural element system 
for ^ nnnstruc t K" industry, the atmctural element system comprising post sections; 
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, JsmsimMswsB ^ m ^ a Sgfe S seals; gheiejn for thermat io s^telLMJto^ 
se£tea ^ naJil£jMe d fla , eto^ents, the hdd jng^cacns „ attached on _fe^< 
sa3ieas . ^ <«^A flat s^en^rsaMciliatottf n *l ing sections; tb ^aalsJagBthex 

,k» the he-Min n aaBttfflS »re enclos e d in the chambers , ef-etamrt the frame 



section comprising: 



two parallel extending legs extending parallel to the flat elements to be 



framed: 



w hg E g iD g first nn, of the Barailg! ^.endinn Ipos has a profiled strip angled 
toward the flat elemen t *<-> he framed. 

38. (canceled) 

39. (original) The frame section according to claim 37, comprising a 
receptacle for a comer connection element. 

40. (original) The frame section according to claim 37, comprising a 

receptacle for a seal. 

41 (original) The frame section according to claim 37, comprising a recess 

for a support section configured, in particular undercut, such that the matching support 
section forms a snap connection with the frame section. 

42 (currentlyamended) The frame section according to claim 41, wherein 
one of the legs comprises a hook-shaped projection or recess for suspension of the frame 
section in particular from the post section. 
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